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made holy, When a man wishes to indulge in bhang,
or brandy, he has simply to engage in the worship of
Siva, who was addicted to the use of intoxicants. In
fact, though, in some respects, Hinduism Is a rigid
system of rules, in other respects it is a most accommo-
dating system, as it provides a way by which its
adherents can indulge in forbidden pleasures.

A mere mention of the many castes, with the briefest
notice of their peculiarities, would be most wearisome.
Dr. Wilson describes no less than twenty-five classes
of Brahmans alone, and these again are divided into
numerous subdivisions. These divisions are largely
geographical ; yet each class has marked peculiarities,
and in many cases no real intercourse is permitted
between them. The following is a brief account of the
Brahmans in Bengal. " Formerly only one order,
called the Satsati Brahmans, were found there, all of
whom were equal in honour. Matters stood thus till
the time of Adishura, a Bengal Raja, who, offended
with their ignorance when wishing to offer a sacrifice to
obtain rain, solicited from Vira Singha, the king of
Kanyakuvja, five Brahmans to officiate at this sacrifice.
The first Brahmans sent were rejected because they
wore stockings, and rode on horses ; those afterwards
sent were approved ; they performed the sacrifice to the
satisfaction of the monarch, who gave them grants of
land in what the Hindus call the province of Rarha ;
and from these five Brahmans are descended almost all
the Brahmans now in the province* They still retain
the family names of their original ancestors, Kasyapa,
Bharadwaja, Sandilya, Savarna, Batsya. Some of the
descendants of these Brahmans, in consequence of re-
moving into the province of Varendra, are called Va-
rendra Brahmans, and those who remained at Rarha are